
HOME STUDY QUESTIONS & MESSAGE SUPPLEMENT 
Week of Sunday, October 20, 2019: “LUMINOUS SHADOWS: My Compassion” 

 
Thinking about it:  
 

Imagine you and your family are at the Rose Parade route on New Year’s Eve, holding your sidewalk spot for 
viewing the parade the next morning. In the early morning it becomes very cold. You have on a winter coat over 
a warm, long-sleeve shirt. You see a homeless person against a storefront, shivering in the cold without a jacket. 
You also realize that your child left their coat by the door when you left the house and is also shivering in the 
cold. There is also someone next to you from your church who does not have a jacket and they are shivering as 
well. No stores are open at that hour, and the night is going to get colder before the morning comes. 
 
 What would you do? 
 
 How far would you go to help others in need? Why? 
 

How would you decide who benefits from your limited resources and who is “left out in the cold” 
(literally)? 

 
 
 

 
From Sunday’s Message:  “LUMINOUS SHADOWS: My Compassion” (Hebrews 13:1-3) 
God’s call for us to “keep on loving one another” is defined “as brothers and sisters”. It is a call for practical 
compassion starting with the foundational understanding of the priority of our families. As believers we have 
two families: Our actual family and our church family. It is a call to show hospitality, even “to strangers”, and 
to remember those who are in prison or are suffering “as if (we) were together with them” in their “shoes”. We 
learned the principles that move us to do what we can for others while keeping our priorities in harmony with 
God’s Word. 
 
 
Read: Hebrews 13:1-3 
 I Timothy 5:8 
 Romans 12:13 
 I John 3:16-18 (FIRST JOHN) 

 Proverbs 22:9 
 Luke 3:11 
 Matthew 25:31-46 
  
 

How do you believe these passages direct you to extend yourself in practical compassion to others with your 
limited resources? 
 
What is EVERYONE’S greatest need? (Romans 3:23-24) 

 
 
PRAY: Thank God for His “practical compassion” to come and meet your greatest need. Ask Him to give 
you His heart for others. Ask Him to help you love others with His Love, with empathy for the situations of 
others, and for wisdom in your priorities with your limited resources. Remember that the one resource that is 
unlimited is the one that meets everyone’s greatest need… the message of the Gospel! 


